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Notes on the hairiness of Sanguisorba officinalis L. (Rosaceae) 
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Sanguisorba officinalis L. is widely distributed in Eurasia and is usually described as glabrous. In order 
to confirm whether it is truely glabrous or not, we have made cultivation and continuous observations of 
plants of the species collected from several native habitats in Japan, and also made collection of plants 
at different growing stages in several localities in Japan. We found that young stems and leaves of the 
plants are always densely pubescent, but these parts at flowering or fruiting stages are usually glabrous 
or sometimes pubescent. Herbarium specimens of the species from Europe, China and Taiwan also show 
the same pattern of variation of hairiness on stems and leaves, i. e., they are usually glabrous or 
sometimes pubescent. We consider, therefore, the plants as the species are not glabrous but usually 
glabrescent or sometimes pubescent. 
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Fig. 1. Pubescent stems of Sanguisorba officinalis (A & B. Yamanaka 83102, 1987, Oct. 23, 
TUS). 
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